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Upcoming Meetings – see Coalition Events 

The next Coalition Board Meeting is on Friday, September 8, at 10:30 AM, at the 

Coalition office, 

213 Adams Street, Jefferson City, MO 65101, and via conference call (1-877-366-

0711, participant passcode 17092139#). Board meetings are open to the 

membership.  Lunch will be provided. 

Policy Committee – Friday, August 25, at 9 AM via conference call. 

Save the Date! - March 1 and 2, 2018 - Missouri Oral Health Policy Conference 

Capitol Plaza Hotel, Jefferson City, MO  

See Coalition Events for more information. 

  

 

 

Adult Dental Coverage Continues in MO HealthNet 

The 2017 session has ended in late May and the 2018 state budget has been 

signed.  While there is a 1.5% drop in Medicaid provider rates, coverage for 

adult dental care through MO HealthNet is in the budget.  Dental services 

continue to be delivered to Missouri adults eligible for MO HealthNet (Missouri 

Medicaid).  This is a big win for the Coalition!  Congratulations to our members 

and partners!  

Since reinstatement of coverage in May 2016 (retroactive to Jan.) 

approximately $30 million in adult dental services have been delivered.  About 

85% of these services are taking place at Federally Qualified Health Centers 

(FQHCs).  
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http://oralhealthmissouri.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=278c65f5674ebb9f270bd6bb7&id=54a1b4b03c&e=619b23bc5b


 

Significantly, we are starting to see a drop in the use of Emergency Rooms for 

non-traumatic dental conditions.  This is one proof that covering these services 

for adults is a sound public policy.  In addition to supporting Medicaid-eligible 

adults in seeking and keeping jobs, this policy saves the state money on 

Emergency Room expenses that should not be happening.  ERs provide 

assessment and often can only prescribe antibiotics and painkillers, 

inadvertently contributing to the opioid epidemic.  Missouri is fortunate to have 

several current dental ER diversion projects operating in specific areas.  In 

most areas, though, people with untreated dental conditions who use the ER 

when the pain is beyond tolerable are urged to seek dental care.  Without 

coverage and with limited access in our many underserved areas, that is little 

more than wishful thinking.  People living in rural Missouri are more likely to be 

impacted by lack of local access.  Adult dental coverage appears to be having a 

good impact.  We look forward to more data in the future.  

Our sincere thanks to the Missouri legislature and Governor Greitens for 

continuing MO HealthNet adult dental coverage.  Coalition members are 

acutely aware that state government has many revenue challenges that must 

be addressed soon if sensible policies like adult dental coverage are to 

continue.  Returning to the days of no adult coverage will only up the pressure 

on ERs, increase costs and lead to poor outcomes.  

Gary Harbison 

Executive Director 

  

 

Rebecca Smith, KBIA 91.3, is producing an excellent program on Missouri health 

access.  Missouri Health Talks has featured several segments on oral health.  

If you know of someone who has a story to tell about oral health access, please 

contact Rebecca.  She is looking for others to tell their stories.  This is an 

outstanding opportunity to raise awareness of the importance of oral health in 

Missouri. smithbecky@missouri.edu W: 573.882.4824 | 

M: 573.201.9607 

 

 

August is Oral Health Awareness Month  

During the 2014 session the Missouri Legislature passed a resolution 

recognizing August as Oral Health Awareness Month.  Our thanks to Rep. 

Lichtenegger for successfully working to pass this resolution and demonstrating 

http://oralhealthmissouri.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=278c65f5674ebb9f270bd6bb7&id=8c6720345d&e=619b23bc5b
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commitment to the oral health of citizens and the importance of oral health as a 

policy issue to decision-makers. 

The Coalition has reminded Missourians of this important month through a 

letter to the editor published in newspapers throughout the state.  See the 

Bolivar Herald-Free Press. 

 

 

Connect with the Coalition!  

Follow on Twitter!  Follow on Facebook! 

 

 

Sixth Annual Missouri Mission of Mercy Provides Care for 1,200 

The MDA Foundation held the sixth annual Missouri Mission of Mercy 

(MOMOM), a free clinic for underserved adults and children, in Joplin, MO, on 

June 9-10.  Approximately $800,000 in free dental care was provided to more 

than 1,200 people by 865 volunteers, including more than 135 dentists, as well 

as hygienists, assistants, medical staff, technicians and lay persons.  

To date, the MOMOM program has treated 9,735 people while providing 

$5,683,277 in donated care. The 2017 MOMOM video and additional 

information is available online. 

MOMOM 7 will be held August 3-4, 2018, in Kirksville, MO.  Online volunteer 

registration will open April 2018. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in this outstanding community service! 

 

 

Annual Meeting of the Coalition Board of Directors (Friday, June 23 at the 

Coalition’s new office location) 

Thanks for a great Coalition Annual Meeting!  

Future work was discussed and successes were celebrated, including the 

continuing implementation of adult dental coverage in MO HealthNet (Missouri 

Medicaid). Approximately 282,000 Missouri adults eligible for Medicaid now 

have coverage for a limited but robust package of dental treatment and 

preventive services. This coverage has not been a part of MO HealthNet since 

2004.  We know this is making a real difference for thousands of Missourians. 

Passage of legislation requiring 90-day public notice before a meeting at which 

localities consider discontinuation of community water fluoridation is also a 

great success for the Coalition statewide network of advocates and partners. 
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The passage of Senate Bill 579 (signed by the Governor) was discussed. SB 

579 allows for the development of teledentistry in Missouri. Guest presenter, 

Rachel Mutrux, Director of Missouri Telehealth Network, gave an update on 

Missouri telehealth, including teledentistry.  Dr. Dane provided great information 

on teledentistry as well. 

The Board thanked Dr. Michael McCunniff for his two years as Board Chair. Dr. 

McCunniff will remain on the Board and will continue to chair the Policy 

Committee.  

Officers and Executive Committee members were selected by the Board, as 

follows: 

Beth Vossler - Chair 

Dr. Nathan Suter - Vice Chair 

Diann Bomkamp - Secretary 

Vicki Wilbers – Treasurer 

Joe Pierle – At-Large 

Dr. Michael McCunniff – At-Large 

Board terms were renewed for Cathy Enfield, Dr. Gary M. Henley, Joe Pierle, 

and Shannon Woodcock.  

Nancy Kettenbrink, Office Manager, was recognized for five years of service. 

Thanks to the dedication and commitment of the Coalition network members 

and partners to improving the oral health of all Missourians! 

  

 

Your investment in the Coalition supports the mission of improving the oral health of 

all Missourians through sound public policy and public awareness!  

Thanks for all you do for Missouri oral health! 

Donations to the Coalition are tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

  

 

 

Conferences & Training 

August 15-17   2017 Missouri Rural Health Conference 

Missouri Rural Health Association, Missouri Hospital Association, 

Missouri Primary Care Association and the Missouri Dept. of Health & 

Senior Services, Office of Primary Care 

The Lodge at Old Kinderhook   Camdenton, MO 

This year’s conference focus continues with access to care to improve health 

http://oralhealthmissouri.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=278c65f5674ebb9f270bd6bb7&id=85a3734aa8&e=619b23bc5b
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outcomes of rural residents. Coming together to learn, understand, and build 

bridges, breaking down barriers and increase health access for all.  New this 

year will be workshops to focus on FQHC clinics and rural hospitals.  Register 

online . 

Oct. 12-13  2017 Annual Clinical & Quality Conference 

Missouri Primary Care Association 

Branson Convention Center  Branson, MO 

Oct. 15-16  Midwest Dental Public Health Conference “Addressing Social 

Determinants of Oral Health through a Community Framework” 

Delta Dental/University of Iowa College of Dentistry and Dental Clinics 

Marriott Hotel and Conference Center   Coralville, Iowa 

Keynote Speaker: Tracy Finlayson, PhD, Associate Professor, Graduate 

School of Public Health, Division of Management and Policy, San Diego State 

University.  Presenter and Facilitator: Holli Seabury, PhD, CEO, McMillen 

Health 

Oct. 26-27   15th Annual Health Policy Summit “Setting the Table for 

Success: Food Policy is Health Policy – Health Reform in 2017 and 

Beyond” 

MU Center for Health Policy and Missouri Council for Activity and 

Nutrition 

Hilton Garden Conference Center  Columbia, MO 

Conference objectives include identifying food and health policy intersections 

and sharing information on health reform in 2017 and implications for 

Missouri.  Get more information and register online. 

April 16-18, 2018 National Oral Health Conference 

Louisville, Kentucky 

April 27, 2018  Healthy Lives – Healthy Communities 

Missouri Health Equity Collaborative, University of Missouri Sinclair 

School of Nursing, and Missouri Foundation for Health 

Peachtree Banquet Center  Columbia, MO 

Conference objectives are: to assess current efforts that address health 

disparities in Missouri and develop strategies to meet specific population 

needs; to identify strategies to build inclusive communities, schools and health 

care systems; and to connect people and solutions to explore health equity 

strategies and successful models for addressing social determinants of 

health.  Further details are available at mohec.org 
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Using New Tech to Increase Dental Care Access  

We live in a time when technological changes are common.  These changes 

induce both anticipation and anxiety.  Rapidly changing use of technology in 

also a constant in our complex health care system.  While we have seen 

increasing use of health care assisted by remote access to health specialists 

and increasing coordination between health providers over the past several 

years, Missouri is about to embark on something completely new.  Teledentistry 

holds the promise of increasing access to dental care in areas of the state 

where dental specialists are not available.  Missouri passed legislation in the 

2016 session that allows for the development of teledentistry for the first time in 

Missouri history and well ahead of most other states (only a few states utilize 

teledentistry now, including Colorado, California and Hawaii).  Details are being 

worked on now that will allow us to move to implementation, likely starting with 

a few projects in rural areas of the state. 

Teledentistry reduces the time and cost burdens of traveling outside of one’s 

community. Utilizing allied personnel at a local site, teledentistry operates 

through cloud-based electronic health records and communication with a 

dentist located remotely.  The off-site dentist can review records and make 

decisions about needed dental treatment, including where and when.  On-site 

staff can work within the extent of their existing practice, including the provision 

of prevention and early intervention procedures.  When travel is necessary – 

either travel by the dentist or by the dental patient – time is used efficiently and 

focused on provision of needed dental treatment. 

By making full use of the current professional dental workforce – dentists, 

hygienists and assistants – teledentistry will help to push back at the impact of 

the retirement of many practicing Missouri dentists.  Many of Missouri’s dentists 

are reaching retirement age.  A rural community is fortunate if there is one local 

practicing dentist.  His or her retirement may mean that travelling to another 

community offers the only opportunity for dental care.  For individuals and 

families with limited resources, travel to the next county over – or further - is 

often not achievable, forcing people to wait until untreated dental conditions 

result in an expensive trip to the emergency room that will alleviate pain, but will 

likely provide no dental treatment.  And teledentistry holds the promise of 

creating a virtual dental home supported by a team of professionals working 

beyond the limitations of geography.  A dental home is an important aspect of 

providing dental care that is tailored to each individual based on dental history 

and needs.  Many people do not have a regular place of dental care.  Every 

new contact for dental care is a start-over.  A telehealth-connected team of 



 

dental professionals is able to access the history of care and treatment, saving 

time at each new contact.  

All of these changes are likely to improve the overall experience of care while 

reducing costs and increasing the oral health of Missouri as a whole.  As dental 

professionals and the public grow accustomed to the increased use of 

telehealth technology in dental care, we can anticipate an increased access to 

care, resulting in more Missourians ready to go to work and school without the 

debilitating pain and limitations of untreated dental conditions. 

Gary Harbison 

Executive Director 

  

Oral Health and Related News + resources  

Students get look at public health dentistry (Herald-Whig) 

An Unexpected Takeaway from the Sixth Annual MOMOM (KBIA) 

“You Wonder How You're Gonna Get Stuff Taken Care Of'” (KBIA) 

Letter: August is Oral Health Awareness Month (G. Harbison, MCOH Exec. 

Dir.) (Bolivar Herald-Free Press)   

Our teeth are making us sick: Hannibal’s dental shortage (Hannibal Courier-Post)  

For Low-Income and Minority Americans, Oral Care Continues to Suffer (Undark) 

Thousands flock to free medical clinic, as Washington dithers on health care 

(Washington Post) 

Routine dental care is out of reach for many Missourians (G. Harbison, MCOH 

Exec. Dir.)(St. Louis Today) 

Jack Gouverneur Reflects on a Lifetime of Dental Care (KBIA) 

The Impact of the Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA) on Dental Coverage and 

Access (Children’s Dental Health Project)  

Getting the Incentives Right: Improving Oral Health Equity With Universal School-

Based Caries Prevention (American Public Health Association) 

Looking Back on Oral Health (Missouri Foundation for Health)  

Fluoride to be removed from water in Battlefield, MO (KY3) 

Tobacco in America - Leaving the Vulnerable Behind (Action on Smoking and 

Health) 

Promoting Oral Health (Missouri Foundation for Health) 

US charity gives uninsured Americans free dental care (Al Jazeera)(with Vicki 

Wilbers) 

Dental health advocates fear loss of coverage under GOP plan (Association of 
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Health Care Journalists) 

'The First Time I've had Dental Care in 27 Years” (KBIA) 

STAT forecast: Opioids could kill nearly 500,000 Americans in the next decade (Stat 

News) 

The other looming health crisis: Americans' lack of dental care (Chicago Tribune) 

Greitens withholds $251 million from fiscal 2018 budget (Columbia Missourian) 

The Downstream Consequences Of Per Capita Spending Caps In Medicaid (Health 

Affairs) 

Pediatric oral health should be priority in primary care (Healio) 

Dental Van Rolls On Thanks TO MO Elks (Benton County Enterprise)   

New health center set to open in Lebanon, MO (KY3) 

A Mexican Town Is Giving Americans Something Donald Trump Can’t: Affordable 

Dental Care (BuzzFeed) 

Demi Moore’s missing teeth, Trumpcare politics and America’s growing dental care 

divide (Mercury News) 

Hot Air Balloon Glow to light up Finley River Park (Springfield News-Leader) 

The Story In Our Smiles (WBUR 90.9) 

Factors Affecting States’ Ability to Respond to Federal Medicaid Cuts and Caps: 

Which States Are Most At Risk? (Kaiser Family Foundation) 

Missouri Hospital Association study: GOP health bill shorts state on Medicaid 

(Kansas City Star) 

America’s new tobacco crisis: The rich stopped smoking, the poor didn’t (Washington 

Post) 

MOMOM provides free dental care to over 1,200 patients (FourStates) 

Our View: Improving dental care (Joplin Globe)   

Missouri Mission of Mercy provides $800,000 in care to 1,200 patients (Joplin Globe) 

New Missouri dental school aiming to reduce oral health care gaps graduates first 

class (KBIA) 

'It's a godsend': Free dental clinic provides care for thousands (Joplin Globe)   

New dental center opening in Arcadia Valley (Daily Journal) 

Many states slow in offering dental sealant programs for at-risk children (Association 

of Health Care Journalists)  

Caring for Kids: SLU Starts Pediatric Dentistry Residency Program (Newswise) 

Medicaid is an essential part of Missouri’s communities (Health Care Foundation of 

Greater Kansas City - Local Health Buzz) 

Dr. Jody Vance: Missouri Mission of Mercy (Ozarks First) 

New website launched to help communities promote oral health in older adults 
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(Administration for Community Living) 

Oral Health Lands on Advocates’ Agendas Across the Nation (Families USA) 

Our Teeth Are Making Us Sick (NY Times) 

New fruit juice guidelines include big changes for babies (CBS News)   

The dental crisis across Minnesota and the country (MPR News) 

Seniors seek affordable dental care options (Chicago Tribune) 

The Painful Truth About Teeth (Washington Post) 

Study: Add poor oral health as a contributor to malnutrition among older adults 

(American Association of Health Care Journalists) 

DentaQuest Institute White Paper Focuses on Interprofessional Collaboration to 

Address Rural Oral Health Disparities (PR Newswire) 

The number of dentists in Missouri falls below national figures (Columbia Missourian) 

County Health Rankings now includes number of dentists for Missouri counties 

(County Health Rankings) 

Does Missouri have enough dentists? In some counties, there are none (Columbia 

Missourian) 

Why We Leave Out Teeth: America’s Broken Oral Health System (WMOT Roots 

Radio) 

 

 

 

Cathy Enfield Named Mental Health Champion  

Cathy Enfield, Coalition Board of Directors, was recognized as a 2017 Mental 

Health Champion by the Missouri Mental Health Foundation. 

The award recognizes an individual living with mental illness, developmental 

disabilities or in recovery for substance use, who makes positive contributions 

to their community, exemplify commitment and vision, and whose actions have 

increased the potential for independence in others with similar mental health 

conditions. One reward recipient from each category is selected by the Missouri 

Mental Health Foundation from nominations received from throughout the state. 

Ms. Enfield is the President of Missouri People’s First, National Vice President 

of Self Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE), past Chair of Missouri 

Protection and Advocacy, and board member of The Arc Missouri and the 

Missouri Developmental Disabilities Council.  She has been a Coalition Board 

member since 2011. 

Congratulations to Cathy for this well-earned recognition! 
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National Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center to Administer 

Center for Oral Health Systems Integration and Improvement 

The National Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center (OHRC) at 

Georgetown University has been awarded a cooperative agreement from the 

Health Resources and Services Administration, Maternal and Child Health 

Bureau (MCHB) to administer the National Maternal and Child Center for Oral 

Health Systems Integration and Improvement (COHSII). 

Working with consortium partners the Association of State and Territorial Dental 

Directors and the Dental Quality Alliance, OHRC will serve as a central 

convener and coordinator of COHSII. 

The purpose of the COHSII funding is to work with national, state, and local key 

stakeholders to improve existing systems of care in support of a quality-

improvement, patient-centered approach that addresses the comprehensive 

oral health needs of maternal and child health (MCH) populations.  Over the 

next 4 years, COHSII will provide training and technical assistance to states 

and MCHB-funded oral health projects; establish a set of MCH oral health 

quality indicators; and develop and disseminate resources. 

  

Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City Holds Community Forums 

The Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City, working with community 

consultant Bob Hill, will conduct a series of community forums throughout its service 

area through early October. The forums will provide an update on the Foundation’s 

activities and will solicit feedback on how the Foundation can partner with 

communities to more fully improve health.      

A summary report of conversations at the forums will be shared at the conclusion of 

the forums. 

Forums are scheduled for 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the following dates and locations:  

August 24 (Jackson County South) 

Hillcrest Community Center, 10401 Hillcrest Rd., Kansas City, MO 64134 

REGISTER 

September 7 (Allen County) 

St. John’s Activity Center, 310 S Jefferson Ave, Iola, KS 66749 

REGISTER 

October 2 (Lafayette County) 

Hilltop at Berry Acres, 6825 N Hwy 131, Odessa, MO 64076 
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REGISTER 

October 10 (Jackson County East)  

Truman Memorial Building, 416 W. Maple Ave, Independence, MO 64050 

REGISTER 

 

 

 

Promote the Coalition’s Mission -  

One of the best ways to support the mission of the Coalition is to encourage 

others to join the Coalition.  Talk with others about Missouri’s oral health 

challenges and the dedicated energy of the Coalition network in addressing 

those challenges.  Members are connected to the statewide network of oral 

health advocates and partners, and receive notifications on important issues 

impacting the oral health of Missourians, The Coalition Blast! e-newsletter, and 

notices about meetings, actions and education, including advocacy training. 

Together we are improving Missouri’s oral health! 

 

 

Resources 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the Children’s Dental Health 

Project have released a new infographic about the importance of oral health 

during pregnancy.  The AAP also has authored a blog post and a news 

articleon that topic. 

The Campaign for Dental Health’s Share page offers printed and video 

materials that promote the benefits of fluoridation to community water 

supplies.  The Campaign’s website is available in both English and Spanish. 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Oral Health 

Surveillance, has posted on its website new data on the dentist and dental 

hygiene workforce, as well as dental health provider shortage areas in Missouri. 

 

  

  

Healthy Lives – Healthy Communities Conference to be held April 27, 2018 

“Healthy Lives – Healthy Communities” will be presented by Missouri Health Equity 

Collaborative, University of Missouri Sinclair School of Nursing, and Missouri 
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Foundation for Health on April 27, 2018, at the Peachtree Banquet Center in 

Columbia, Missouri.  Conference objectives are: to assess current efforts that 

address health disparities in Missouri and develop strategies to meet specific 

population needs; to identify strategies to build inclusive communities, schools and 

health care systems; and to connect people and solutions to explore health equity 

strategies and successful models for addressing social determinants of 

health.  Further details are available at mohec.org 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

2018 Oral Health Policy Conference 

March 1 and 2, 2018 

 

CAPITOL PLAZA HOTEL  

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 

www.oralhealthmissouri.org 

 

Watch the Coalition website for updates. 

 

 

 

Make connections! 

Improve Missouri's oral health! 

Get Active in the Coalition! 

The Coalition is looking for your input, expertise, and contribution.  

If you are interested in serving on a committee or workgroup, 

please contact us at info@oralhealthmissouri.org or 573-638-3816. 

 

 

 

Watch the Coalition Video 

The Coalition video Victories and Challenges is available on the website.  

Thanks to all those who participated in creating this celebration! 
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The Missouri Coalition for Oral Health is a private non-profit corporation funded 

by the Missouri Foundation for Health, the Health Care Foundation of Greater 

Kansas City, the DentaQuest Foundation, and the Missouri Department of 

Health and Senior Services, and through memberships and private donations. 

Memberships include organizations and oral health advocates and 

professionals throughout Missouri. 
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Missouri Coalition for Oral Health 

213 Adams Street 

Jefferson City, Missouri 

573-638-3816 

info@oralhealthmissouri.org 
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You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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